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     Green Lake County 
 Drainage Board 
492 Hill St.       Merlyn Soda 
P.O. Box 3188 Michael Disterhaft 
Green Lake, WI  54941-3188 Steve J. Meilahn 

 
 

Drainage Board 
Minutes 

January 16, 2007 
7:00 pm – 8:16 pm 

Courthouse Demonstration Room 
Green Lake, WI 

   
Call to order:  The meeting of the Drainage Board was called to order by Chairman Soda.  The 
requirements of the open meeting law were certified as being met. 
 
Present:  Merlyn Soda, Chairman  
 Michael Disterhaft, Vice-Chairman 
 Steve Meilahn, Secretary 

   
Also Present: Landowners: Michael Eagen LeRoy Petit Norbert Walejko 
     Joe Formiller Lavern Alf Tyler Thoma 
     Sue Thoma Tiffany Martin 
   Gary Zahringer, Martenson & Eisele Inc 
   Tim Rank, Martenson & Eisele Inc  
  James A. Hebbe, County Conservationist 
  Brenda Sondalle, LCD Administrative Assistant 
           
Agenda:  Motion (Meilahn/Disterhaft) to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried.   
 
Minutes:  Motion (Disterhaft/Meilahn) to approve the December 12, 2006 meeting minutes with 
one correction under appearances, to include Dennis Janz as also having a concern about the potential 
of his land being flooded out if Lateral A gets plugged.  Motion carried.  
 
Appearances and Public Comment:  none 
 
Seneca-Warren Drainage Ditch – Cleanout at Highway D:  The DNR general permit application 
has been submitted to cleanout the ditch at Highway D.   
 
Drainage Ditch #5:  Gary Zahringer and Tim Rank from Martenson & Eisele Inc, engineering firm 
hired by Wal-mart, were in attendance because Wal-mart heard concerns of the proposed new store 
and would like to join the drainage district and support the maintenance of the ditch.   
 
Mike Eagen presented a petition with 14 signatures.  The petition was against additional water being 
allowed into Drainage Ditch #5 from the new Wal-mart development site and also to not allow this 
property to join District #5. 
 
Tiffany Martin, Tyler Thoma, Sue Thoma, and Mike Eagen spoke about great concerns they have 
with extra water being directed to the Drainage Ditch #5 from the proposed Wal-mart development 
and felt that since the project is a project of the City of Berlin, the City should be the one to handle 
the stormwater.   
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Motion (Soda/Disterhaft) that the Board get an estimate for conducting a drainage impact study of 
Drainage District #5 and to forward the estimate on to Wal-mart to see if they are agreeable to paying 
for the study.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion (Meilahn/Disterhaft) to send a letter to the City of Berlin Planning Commission that the 
Board has concerns regarding Drainage District #5 and is planning to hire an engineer to look at the 
water discharge of the proposed Wal-mart property and the vicinity.  Motion carried. 
 
Vouchers:  none 
 
Correspondence:  none 
 
Committee Discussion:  The Board will tour the Sucker Creek area on January 27, 2007 at 1 pm. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  February 7, 2007 at 7:00 P.M. in the Demonstration Room of the Courthouse in 
Green Lake.     
 
Adjourn:  Motion (Disterhaft/Meilahn) to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
    
Brenda Sondalle 
Recorder  
 
Meeting expenses: District #5 – 95%, Seneca-Warren District – 5% 
 


